The specimens were cut into small pieces (2 mm × 2 mm) and surface sterilized by dipping in 10% chlorox for 3 -5 minutes followed by rinsing in sterilized water. From each sample 30 inocula consisted of leaf pieces were taken and placed on solidified PDA in Petri dishes at three pieces per plate. The plates were incubated for 5 -7 days at 25 ± 1°C. Fungi grew from the inocula were transferred to separate PDA plates and PDA slants for further studies and preservation. The isolated fungi were identified based on morphological characteristics observed under a compound microscope following standard keys (Barnett and Hunter 1972 , Booth 1971 , Ellis 1971 , 1976 , Ellis and Ellis 1997 and Sutton 1980 . Prevalence (%) of fungi in different specimens was also recorded. All the specimens included in the present study were preserved in the Herbarium, Mycology and Plant pathology section, Department of Botany, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. Pathogenicity of the isolated fungi was tested following modified 'detached leaf technique' (Azad and Shamsi 2011) . Instead of blotting paper moistened cotton bar was used to prepare moist chamber and autoclaved. Petri dishes containing water soaked cotton bar was used to maintain sufficient humidity to initiate infection. Healthy and young leaves of Basella spp. were collected. Leaves were washed with distilled water, surface sterilized with 10% Clorox for five minutes and rinsed in sterilized water. Twenty five squire mm leaf pieces were placed in autoclaved Petri plates. Leaf pieces were inoculated with 5 mm (diameter) mycelial block that were previously cultured on PDA medium for seven days. All the fungi were tested to find out their pathogenic potentiality. Both ventral and dorsal sides of the leaves with and without pricking were inoculated with isolated fungi. Another set of leaf pieces inoculated with PDA block were maintained, which served as control. The plates were incubated at 25 -28° C. After three days of inoculation, examination of leaves under pathogenicity test was started and continued for 7 -10 days for disease development. Lesion size and colour was recorded.
Basella spp. are severely attacked by fungi throughout the world. Numerous small circular to sub-circular distinct leaf spots 2 -4 mm in size were observed on upper surface of leaves. With development of fungi and progress of disease, off white lesions surrounded by purplish brown border. Corresponding ventral surface of leaves showed pale brown lesion. Sometimes several spots coalesce together to form large lesions (Fig. 1A, B) .
A total of 12 species of fungi representing 8 genera of the class deuteromycetes were fA total of 12 species of fungi representing 8 genera of the class deuteromycetes were found to be associated with Basella alba and B. rubra. and to be associated with Basella alba and B. rubra. Mukerji and Bhasin (1986) . Pandey et al. (2011) reported brown leaf spot disease caused by Curvularia lunata (Wakker) Boedijn. Leaf spot cased by Pseudocercospora basellae was reported by Goh and Hsieh ( 1989) . Damping-off on Basella rubra caused by Rhizoctonia solani Anastomosis Group 4 in Florida was reported by Fu and Zhang (2012) .
Cercospora was reported on Basella sp. in Thailand by Anun et al. (2011) . A fungus, Cercospora beticola, causes red spots and holes in leaves.
An undescribed disease was observed in Malabar nightshade (Basella rubra L.) in Miyagi Prefecture in 1996. Diseased plants showed large spots lesions with purple halos on leaves and stems. A pathogenic fungus was isolated from the diseased plants, and the leaf spot symptoms were observed in inoculated host plants. The fungus was identified as Fusarium proliferatum on the basis of morphological and cultural characteristics. This is the first report on the occurrence of the purple spot in Malabar nightshade in Japan (Hirei and Takayuki 2003) .
In Bangladesh leaf spot is a destructive disease of Basella spp. caused by Cercosopra sp. Hossain (2007) reported about the disease and its control.
Present result is completely different from previous report by Fu and Zhang (2012) , Anun et al. (2011) and Hirei and Takayuki ( 2003) . This is the first record of association of Ascochyta sp., Aspergillus flavus, Aspergillus fumigatus, Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus terreus, Colletotrichum dematium, Curvularia pallescens, Fusarium oxysporum, Penicillium sp. 1 and Penicillium sp. 2 with Basella spp. Aspergillus fumigaues and A. terreus are mostly saprophytic in nature but produced symptom on inoculated leaves. Leaf spot of Basella caused by Curvularia pallescen and Fusarium oxysporum is new addition in the field of Mycology and plant Pathology.
